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T is a lamentable fact that Deiſm or Infidelity 
ſpreads rapidly in this country at the preſent 
lay, The appearance of Mr. Paine's pamphlet, 
entitled The Age of. Reaſon, has emboldened man 
to utter their blaſphemies againſt the Scriptures with 
the greateſt freedom, and to propagate the perni- 
cious principles of Deiſm with unuſual induſtry. 
A ſincere defire to prevent the progreſs of opinions 
o deſtructive to the deareſt intereſts of mankind has 
nduced me to preſent the public with the following 
compendious view of ſome of the evidences of the 
livine inſpiration of the Scriptures, together with a 
teply to the moſt material objections 12 agaiuſt 
Y' by Infidels. Should any aſk, Why I undertake 
cee taſk and do not leave it to perſons in higher ſta. 
tions and of ſuperior talents? I anſwer, None of 1 
moſe have, that T know of, attempted it in this $1 
compendious form: if the truth is defended and 1 
error prevented it matters little who is the inſtru- g 
nent; beſides it is paying a poor compliment to re- 
lation, and muſt, f think, be highly gratifying to 
ts oppoſers, to ſuppoſe that none but men of diſ- 
unguiſhed abilities can defend its outworks or repel 
ue attacks of Infidels. 
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I find pleafure in reflecting that this publication k 
can have. no tendency whatever to. widen the dif- IF b 
ferences ſubſiſting amongſt the various ſects profeſ- o. 
fing Chriſtianity : it canvaſſes no particular opi- A pe 
nions, but refers entirely to a ſubject in which all ge 


a 


who profeſs friendſhip for revelation are equally in- I be 


tereſted. If any ſentiment fhould be advanced in th 
theſe pages contrary to the ideas of thoſe who have ba 
written or thought upon the ſubject, I beg leave to Jo 
ſay, that I diſclaim all affectation of fingularity ; co 
deſign no reflection on the judgment of others, and th 
have no end in view but fairly to inveſtigate and M 
defend the truth. Theſe things being premiſed I Tan 
ſhall detain the reader no longer from the ſubject an 
matter in hand, but proceed directly to ſet before dot 
him ſome of the evidences of the divine original of the 
the Scriptures. |: 
The concurrent teſtimony of ſo many writers to the 
leading facts recorded in the Bible is no ſmall argu- FF and 
ment for its authenticity. The ſeveral books con- live 
tained in the Bible, though now bound up in one cap 
volume, were written by different perſons in very boo 
diſtant ages, yet none of theſe writers contradicted, 
but, on the contrary, confirmed each other's writ- 
Mngs. The firſt of theſe writers was Moſes: after FW + 
the account of the creation, he informed the " ve 
Iſraelites of the fall of man, of the flood, and of? 
God's gracious dealings with their forefathers, &c. «1» 
but theſe things might eaſily have been refuted by F © + 
them if not true. Methuſelah was old enough be- 
fore the death of Adam to receive the account of the « i: 
fall from Adam himſelf; and he, no doubt, would MF © for 
inform Shem, and Shem could tell Jacob, who was} 
at leaſt twelve or fourteen years old before Shem 
died; and Moſes was but the great grandſon ot 
Jacob. Indeed, it ſeems very unaccountable how % 


whole nation, like the Iſraelites, ſhould ſo readily! 
| receive 
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receive theſe wonderful relations from the mouth ot 
Moſes if they had not among them ſome traditional 
knowledge of them, unleſs we ſuppoſe Moſes to 
have wrought ſuch miracles as fully convinced them 
of his divine miſſion: but if a Deift admits this fups 
poſition he allows the very point in debate. Moſes 
goes on to declare God's gracious dealings with that 
people in Egypt and the w:lderneſs; had not 
theſe things been true both Caleb and Joſhua could 
have difproved them: but, inſtead of doing this, 
Joſhua publicly avowed the truth of them, and 
commanded the people to let their children know 
them, and alls received them as from the Lord by 
Moſes. The writers of the books of Judges, Ruth, 
and Samuel do the ſame, as alſo the books of Kings 
and Chronicles, the. ſtanding regiſters of the king= 
dom. Solomon, in his Proverbs, acknowledges 
them with the higheſt reverence; and David, in 
the Pſalms, rehearſes theſe works of God, and bears 
witneſs to the truth of all the preceding events; 


and the prophets, in the ſeveral ages and reigus they 


lived in, did the fame. Nehemiah and Ezra, in the 
captivity and at the reſtoration, referred to theſe 


books as to known and. authentic revelations &, 
which! 


* Mr. Paine ſays (Age of Reaſan, page 3.) that © the ward re- 


„ yelition, when applied to religion, means ſomething communi. 


"cated :mmediately from God to man; and that © it is a contradice - 


tion in terms and ideas to call any thing a revelation that comes 


*-to us at ſecond hand either verbally or in writing. Revelation is 


* neceſſarily limited to the firſt communication: after this it is only 


an account of ſomething which that perſon ſays was a revelation - 


made to him; and though he may find himſelf obliged to believe 


Hit, it cannot be incumbent on me to believe it in the ſame manner, 


* for it was not a revelation made to me, and I have only his word 
for it that it was made to him.“ 


Mr. Paine ſeems to confound revelation with infprration : the latter 
"/ be immediately from God, but the former may. be conveyed 
tough as many hauds as the Almighty pleaſes ; thus all} who read 


the 


Upon this I remark : Firſt,” That 
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which they could not have ſafely done if they had 
not been received and acknowledged as ſuch. Jeſus 
Chriſt declared the divine original of the law and the 
prophets ; as, indeed, did the high prieſt and elders © 
who oppoſed him. The evangeliſts and apoſtles are 
repreſented as carrying on the ſame ſcheme, and 


oy ſet their ſeals to this law and theſe prophets, © 
and affirmed their accompliſhment in the perſou, 
work, and ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt; and though 
there is a difference in their manner of relating ſome © 
particular circumſtances they. witnefs the truth of 
each other's writings. View revelation then in this 
light and it certainly has as ſtrong, if not a ſtronger ? 
claim to our belief, than the exiſtence of any perſon, 
fact, or empire atteſted by near thirty different 
authors. If we diſcredit this evidence what proof 
have we or can we have of the truth of any Hiſtorical 
account whatever ? 

The miracles wrought by the ſacred writers, or 
on the behalf of their writings, evidently prove 
them to be divinely inſpired. | 

Several of theſe miracles are repreſented as being 
wrought before kings and rulers and in the preſence 
of their armies, and ſome of them in the preſence} 
of the whole nation, Could not theſe ſuppoſed wit- 
neſſes have denied them if falſe? Would they not! 
| Have done ſo if they could? Did ever any man or 
ſet of men, in circumſtances like thoſe of the ſacred 
writers, venture to make ſuch public appeals to the 
eyes and ears of thouſands, yea, tens of thouſands, 

concerning 


the Bible have a revelation made to them, but they are not all in 
fpired. Secondly, When we believe the Bible writers were inſpire 
or had an immediate communication from God ef that Knowledge 
which they had in truſt to declare to others, we do not truſt to bearja 
evidence, or give them credit for it merely decauſe they jaid ſo, but 
decauſe they produced undeniable credentials of their commilt.01, 
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concerning fass which could at once have been 
confronted if not true? And what had they to gain 
by this? Under the Old Teſtament moſt of theſe 
perſons were debarred, by their own writings, from 
having any portion or inheritance. in the land, and- 
under the new they expoſed themfelves to the moſt: 
ſhameful reproaches, cruel perſecutions, and eve:1 
death itſelf. Was there any thing in the conduct 
of Confucius, Zoroaſter, Apollonius Tyaneus ot 
Mahomet like this? There was not. | 
The writings of the Old Teſtament, the exiſtence 
of Jeſus Chriſt and his miracles, and of. the apoſtles 
and their works, are acknowledged by their moſt 
inveterate enemies; by the 7ews.. The Jews, to 
this day, contend for the divine inſpiration of the 
Old Teſtament writings, though they convict them 
of apoſtacy, and clearly predict the cauſe of their 
preſent diſperſion: they alſo acknowledge the mi- 
racles of Jeſus Chriſt, and even pretend to account 
for the power which enabled him to do them, viz. 
the divine name ſtolen out of the temple. Theſe 
writers and their writings are acknowledged by the 
Heathens, Diodorus and Herodotus mention the 
diſtreſſed ſtate to which Egypt was reduced by the 
ten plagues, &c. Longinus was acquainted with 
Moſes's writings, and highly commends the ſub- 
limity of his ſtyle. Alexander the Great reverenced 
Jaddus the Jewiſh high prieft, and is faid to have 
deen greatly encourged in his Perſian expedition b 
the prophecies of Daniel concerning himſelf, under 
the emblematical figures of the Ram and He-goar. 
Tacitus, Pliny,' Suetonius, &c. all acknowledge 
there was ſuch a perſon as Jeſus Chriſt ; and, in 
fact, all Europe and Aſia, near ſeventeen hundred 
years ago, founded of him and of his doctrine as 
things well known. The Turks acknowledge the 
exiſtence of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſpeak of him in theix 
= f - Alcoarn 
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Alcoran in very refpeQful terms, though his doc- 
trine and miracles; if admitted, convict them of 
deluſion and idolatry ; but the force of truth is often 
irreſiſtible, and not unfrequently conſtrains men to 
thoſe acknowledgments which - condemn their own 


w__ Go 


( 
creeds and practices. Let theſe confeſſions of ene- 
mies be duly conſidered, and-the conſequence muſt 
be an acknowledyment of the art:garty and, I think, 
of the divine original of the Bible-writings. * { 

A demonſtrative proof of the divine inſpiration of c 
the Scriptures ariſes from the preciſe accompli/h- f 
ment of the prophecies contained in them. As the b 
miracles prove the pen- men to have acted by a divine n 
power, ſo the prophecies *, when. fulfilled, prove ir 

| them b. 

*. Mr. Paine favs (Age of Reaſ n, page £5.) © Ft has been ſhewn, 25 
1% in a former part of this work, that the original meaning of the V 
«-words frephet and frepbeſiing has been changed, and that a pro- H 
„ pher, in the ſenſe the word is now uſed (he means a perfon who 
«.foretells future events) is a creature of modern invention.“ But th 
any one may ſee that this is a m:inilelt f by ouly looking at the he 
allowing ſcripture texts, amongſt maiy others to the ſame purpoſe: v. 
Mathew, chap iv. verſe 5—AQt7, chap. 2, verſes 15 aud 30. chap, 

3, verſe 34—and.r Peter, chap. 7, verſes 10 and 13.: or 

He ſays further: “ If. by a prophet we are to ſuppoſe a man to di; 
*-wtom the Almighty - commun;cated ſome . event that would (ch 
« tzke place in future, either there were ſuch men, or there 
„% ere not, If: there were it is conſiſtent to believe that tne } 
„event, ſo communicated, would be told iu terms tit could be un- to 
„ derſtood, and not related in ſuch a looſe and obſcuue manner as to an 
« be out of the comprehenfi n of thote thac heard it, and ſo equivocal det 
« a5 to fit almoſt any citcumſtance that might happen afterwards, | Cl 
5+ It is conceiving very irreverent!y of the Almighty to ſuppoſe he bei 
« would deat in this jeſtiug manner with mankind ; yet allthe things 
% ca'ted prophecies in the hook called the Bible come under this 
« deſcription.“ If Mr Paine's admirers don't bluſh for him here, 
it is becauſe they have loſt all ſenſe uf ſhame! lad he ſtudied the * 
ſubject ai a controverſialiſt ought to do, he muſt have Known, that have 


white ſome of the prupheeies Were for obvious reaſons delivered in 
met:phorical language, others are as plain almaft as nor uive it ſel.— 
The plainneſs of Daniel's propbecies drove Porphyry, in the fourth 
century, to atlert, that they were written after the events. With 
what exalted gratitude to God ought Chriftians to contweroplate the 
foldity of that foundation upon which their faith is built, when they 
be hold to what weretched ſhifts the enemies of truth are driven 
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them to have written by a divine foreknowleYge. If 
we credit theſe writings themſelves, their prophe- 
cies concerning the bondage of Iſrael in Egypt and 
Babylon, and their reſtoration from them; thoſe 
concerning the incarnation and ſufferings of Chriſt, 
&c. have been punctually fulfilled: and if we con- 
ſult prophane hiſtorians we ſhall ſee as exact an ac- 
compliſhment of their predictions concerning the 
fate of Jeruſalem, Egypt, Tyre, Nineveh, the Ba- 
byloniſh, Perſian, Grecian, and Roman Mo- 
narchies, Saracens, &c. This is an evidence of the 
inſpiration of the Scriptures, which gains ſtrength 
by the lapſe of time, and grows clearer and clearer 
as the events foretold are gradually brought to paſs *. 
Who could foreſee ſuch events but God alone? 
How could the ſacred writings have foretold them if 
their penmen had not been inſpired by him? An 
honeſt Infidel muſt prove the ſuppoſed predictions 


were wrote after the events, which is impoſſible, 


or allow the Scriptures to have been penned by a 
divine preſcience, which at once deſtroys his own 
ſcheme. . 

The ſubject. matter of the Bible is ſuch as evidently 
to require a divine inſpiration. Beſides giving us 
an account of a period of near three thouſand years 
defore the earlieſt heathen hiſtory, it reveals the 
being of a God; the creation and formation of the 

| world; 


It is no inconſiderable proof of this that ſome ſwilful writers 
have long fince pointed out the z/me and outlines of the revolution in 
a neighbouring country, from a careful examination of ſome paſſages 
in the Revelation to John, To ivſtance. in one; it is ſaid, Rev. clap, 


xi, verſe 13. “ And the ſame hour there was a great earthquake, 


and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were ſlain 
of men (original names of men) teven thouſand.” There has Leen 


a great earthquake, a tumult, a concuthon among the. people; the 


tenth part of the City bas fallen, the city of Rome, the papal power 
has loſt the tenth part of its ſupport, and the names af men are Main, 
the titled nobility have loſt their names, and, perhaps, not nuch le! 
an ſeven thouſand of them actually periſhed in the conteR, 
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world; the fall of man; the flood; the perfections 
of God, and the harmony of thoſe perfections in 
the method of man's redemption and ſalvation; a 
remedy for the corruption of the human nature; im- 
mortality of the ſoul of man, &c. &c. Some of 
theſe are matters which never could have been 
known dut by a divine re\ielationz of many of them 
the moſt learned heathens were entirely ignorant ; 
of others their 1deas were exccedingly confuſed and 
obſcure, notwithſtanding the advantages of tradi- 


tion ; and of others the pureſt amongſt them wiſhed 


for and expected God to give them clearer diſco- 
veries in time. Theſe diſcoveries are given to us, 
and every man of ſolid ſenſe and piety muſt rejoice 
in it, and welcome the Bible as one of the chief 
gifts of heaven, 

The holiz?/s of its deſtgn, and purity of its morals, 


is another. ſubſtantial: proof that the Bible is the | 


book of God, 

The evident and avowed deſign of the ſacred 
writings is to humble men; to reform them from 
their criminal luſts and inclinations; and io glority 


and exalt God to the higheſt; and whatever Deiſts | 


may objec to its Aa ines, ſome of them have paid 


very high compliments. to its ſyflem of morals of © 


duties it enjoins from man to man; and, indeed, a 


curſory view of them muſt convince an unpreju- 


diced perſon that they far exceed in puriiy and extent 


thoſe of any of the heathen writers; Socrates, Se- 


neca, Epictetus, Antoninus, &c. muſt ſtand at a 
diſtance when theſe are preſented to view. But 


how is this pure morality of the Bible conſiſtent ; 


with the inſtdel notten of-its being an impoſition on 
the world; and not a divine revelation? The 


writers of it, muſt have have been either good men 
or bad men. If they were good men, how 1s it con- 
ccivable they thould practiſe f much deceit as they 
| . certainly 
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certainly have done, if they did not receive their 
inſtructions from God? r what reaſon have we 


to ſuppoſe that they who tell us ſo frequently of 
God's ſearching the heart, requiring truth in the 


inward parts, and bringing every hidden thing to 
judgment, would act a part which, according to 
their own principles, muſt deprive them of preſent 
peace of conſcience, and expoſe them to the ven- 
geance of God in another world? If they were bad 
men, how could they invent a ſyſtem of morality ſo 
pure and extenſive? Or what cculd induce them to 
propagate it with ſo much induſtry at the expence 
of every thing dear to human nature, and in its ſer- 
vice ſubmit to the moſt cruel reproaches, painful 
perſecutions, and even death itſelf; prophane au- 
thors and enemies theirſelves being witneſſes? It 
certainly behoves the patrons of Infidelity to account 
for this if they can. 

The impartzality of the writers furniſhes us with 
another powertul argument for the divine original of 
the Scriptures. 

We have ſeen that they atteſt the truth of each 
other's writings, from Moſes downwards ; they 
profeſs one and the fame end; concur in one and 
the ſame deſign, and progreſſively reveal one grand 
ſcheme of doctrines and ſeries of facts. But do they 
endeavour to exalt their own and each others repu- 
lation by publiſhing only their virtues and conceal- 
ing their crimes? No; quite the reverſe. With 

candour and . impartiality peculiar to themſelves 
they publiſh both their own crimes and thoſe of 
their colleagues in the ſame work; they aſcribe all 
their holineſs to the Grace of Gad, and freely con- 
eſs that they were men of like paſſions with our- 
ſelves, and by nature children of wrath even as 
hers. Nor do they diſcover this impartiality only 
in the accounts they give us of themſelves and their 

aflociates, 
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aſſociates, but extend it to thoſe characters who 
were held in the higheſt eſtcem amongſt the people 
to whom their writings were immediately addreſſed. 
The veneration which the Jews had for the memory 
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{ 
of Abraham, Jacob, &c. may be learnt from any | 
of that people at preſent ; but did theſe writers, like I © 
artful perſons deſigning to impoſe a forgery upon ll * 
their readers, endeavour to gain applauſe to them- ll © 
ſelves and credit to their narrations, by concealing = - 
the dark and producing only the bright parts of thele 3 
perſons' conduct? No; Moles relates the unbelief 1 
of Abraham; the deceit and puſillanimity of Jacob; © 
the books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles record x 
the luſt and cruelty of David; the idolatry of Solo- ll * 
mon, &c. &c. The evangeliſts tell of the cowardice 3 ; 
of the diſciples, and enlaige particularly on the ſt 
ſhameful fall of Peter: the apoſtles ſpeak of the Il © 
corruptions in ſome of the churches, and mention le 
the apoſtacy of ſome from the faith who had been I © 
zealous advocates for it, Can there be a ſtronger | 4s 


proof that theſe writers deſigned no impoſition upon c 
the world, but ſpoke only of ſuch things as they] 1 
knew would bear the ſevereſt ſcrutiny ? Add to all |" 
this the ſincerity with which they informed their} 


readers, that through much tribulation they muſt © 
enter the kingdom of heaven, and that religion ” 
would expoſe them to every ſpecies of reproach and} A 
hardſhip, perhaps death itfelf, without any recom- - 


pence in this life but the teſtimony of a good con- 
ſcience and the approbation of God. Are theſe the 
methods of impoſtors to gain credit to their fictions! 
Let infidelity judge and bluſh ! 


* 


The fucce/s attending chriſtianity is a plain proof : t 
that its doctrines and precepts are from God. 4 a 7 
Pliny, in bis well-known Epiſtle to the Emperor „ 
rajan, written not more than forty years after the > 
death of the Apoſtle Paul, informs him that the 4B 
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heathen temples in his proconſulate were almoſt left 
deſolate, . and their ſacrifices ſunk into neglect 
through the growth of chriſtianity. And Ler- 
tullian boldly 
the chriſtians had filled all places of the Roman do- 
minions, their cities, iftands, caſtles, corporations, 
councils, armies, tribes, the palace, ſenate, and 
courts of judicature.” But whence this ſucceſs? 
Was it becauſe its doctrines and precepts were 
pleaſing to human nature? That they were not, 
almoſt every wicked man in chriſtendom is a wit- 
neſs. Ovr Deiſts and Infidels themſelves give the 
moſt manifeſt proof of this by their hoſtility to 
them. [Its doctrines attacked their earlieſt and 
ſtrongeſt prejudices its precepts laid the axe to the 
root of their molt beldved luſts, and forbade the pro- 
ſecutioa of their favourite ſchemes. Chriſtianity 
called them off from the purſuit of ſenſual pleaſures; 
enjoined] the ſtricteſt abſtinence from fin, private as 
well as public, and commanded the warmeſt zeal 
tor holineſs of heart and life: in a word, it taught 
them to deny all ungodlineſs and every luſt, and to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent 
world, with perſecution and dangers ſtaring them 
in the face. There was not any thing in the ſer- 
mons and writings of the Apoftles and their ſucceſ- 
lors but what was directly oppoſite to the views and 


wiſhes of corrupt nature, and yet this truth as it is 


in Jefus ſpread—ſpread in the rapid manner and to 
the extent above-mentioned. To what can we at- 
cribe fo ſtrange a phzxnomonon ? Shall we aſcribe 
t to the eloquence of the Apoſtles? No, they were 
plain men; were recognized by their enemies as 
rude and unlearned; and themſelves poſitively diſ- 
"vn this method. Shall we aſcribe it to their craft ? 
So far from this they give (as we have already ſeen) 
naniiclt proofs of an undiſguiſed and unparalleled 


B  lincerity : 


told the Roman magiſtrates, * That 


— —— 


exerted all their power to oppreſs it, nor were the 


couraged on all ſides, and unfavoured by any human 


you aſk by what power? I anſwer, by a divine 


ſurdity this too great, I think, for even an Infidel $ 


that of the latter was addreſſed to the moſt learned and refined na- 
tions, who were capable of examining it, and refuting it if not true. 


( 14 ) 


lincerity : beſides, if this were the cafe, why did not 
the heathen philoſuphers uſe the like craft to ſpread 
_ dogmas and enfure to themſelves the ſame ſuc. | 
ceſs 5 

It cannot be ſaid that it favoured any of the po- 
litics, flattered the greatneſs, or forwarded the 
ſchemes of emperors, kings and courts; for theſe 
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philoſophers idle, but employed their wit and ſub- 
tilty to laugh it cut of countenance. Thus dif. $ 


authority, the Goſpel ſpread and proſpered. Do 


power“: and a divine power thus attending the 
preaching of the Scriptures plainly demonſtrates | 
their divine original, otherwiſe we muſt ſuppoſe | 
God ſetting his ſeal to confirm a forgery. An ab- 


to ſwallow. k 
The wonderful preſervation of the Bible preſents | 
us with an argument tor its divine original. I hou- 
ſands of volumes, written by mere human authors, 
have ſunk into oblivion for want perhaps of ſome- 
thing in them of ſufficient importance to recommend | | 


them to laſting notice: thouſands more have perith- ¶ ot. 
ed through the unavoidable viciflitudes that the lapſe WF lim 


of Pin 

1 ; k juſt 
cSome have ventured to confront this argument by comparing the I 
ſpread of Mahometaniſm with that of Ch. ttiariity ; but the circum- Cit 
Nances are in no reſpeR ſimilar. The religion ot Mahomet was moſt tlie 

- artfully contrived to ſuit itſelf to the inclinations of corrupt nature; react 

that of ſeſns Chriſt ſtrikes at the root of that corruption, and requires "8 


a conſtant ſelf-denial. The religion of the former was promulged 
amongſt the Arabs, a comparatively illiterate and barbarous people; 


Mahome! propagated his religion by the terror of fire and ſword; _ 
Ch: iſtian preachers uſed, and could uſe no means but argument an 


mild perſuaſion, 


r n eee 


11 


of time occaſions; and others have been wilfully 


eſtroyed by barbarous invaders. But the Bible 


writings ſtill continue, and continue without any 
material alteration of their contents; as the Septu- 
gint Tranſlation, Targums of the Jews, writings 
of the primitive fathers, and objections of heathen 
adverſaries (Celſus, Porphyry and Julian) clearly 
indicate. Now, reader, conſider: a great part of 
the Bible was written before any other book what- 
ever ; its contents are ſtrongly diſguſting to the cor- 
rupt nature of man; kings and philotophers have 
exerted all their power to diſparage and deſtroy it; 
the profeſſion of it has been attended with the 


greateſt hardſhips in ſeveral periods; and yet this 


book continues, while thouſands and thoulands of 
others have periſhed. What can we attribute its 
preſervation to but the interpoſition of Providence ? 
And how can we ſuppoſe Providence to interpoſe on 
ts dongle without allowing it to be of divine autho- 
nity r | 
The majzefly and grandeur of the ſtyle in many 
parts of the facred writings has been juſtly urged as 
a preſumptive proof of their divine original. 
We have no deſire to detract from the merit of 
other writers: the aſtoniſhing invention and ſub- 
ime flights of Homer, the fire and rapidity of 
Piadar, the elegant correctneſs of Virgil, are 
juitly held in admiration; but able critics have ſuf- 
feiently ſhewn that they bear no compariſon with 
the ſtyle of the Bible writers, even when theſe are 
react under all the diſadvantage of a tranſlation. 
Eren under this diſadvantage the Bible, when com- 
fared with any other book whatever, manifeſts a 
lecided ſuperiority in its ſtyle, as well as in its ſub» 
ject, This, I believe, can never be fairly accounted 
or, but by allowing the queſtion in debate, viz. 
at while other writings are but the product cf 
2 | mere 
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mere human ingenuity, theſe owe their origin to 
the inſpiration of an infinitely wiſe Being,—to 
God himtelf. I have often thought that the cuſtom 
amongſt the antient poets of invoking the mules, 
that is begging divine aſſiſtance for compoſing their 
poems, mult take its rife from a tradition con- 
cerning Jehovah's inſpiring his fervants to record 
his mind and will for the inſtruction of mankind ; 
at leaſt, it gives undeniable evidence that they did 
not think ſuch an inſpiration either impoſſible or 
abſurd. The Deiſts are at liberty (if they can) to 
account for the cuſtom any other way, or to evade 
the inference drawa from it. 

The hiſtory and preſent ſtate of . nation 
is a ſtriking and irretragable argument fo 
and divine inſpiration of the bible-writings. 

We look around us and we fee a people who are 
now, and have been for 1700 years in the very con- 
dition that the Scriptures near gooo years ago fore- 
told they would be in. Moſes foretold that the 
would be a numerous people, and they are ſo ſtill, 
though the havock and deſtruction among them at 


ſeveral different periods haveHeen aſtoniſhing, per- 
haps unf aralleled; that they would be dzſper/cd | 


among all nations, and there is ſcarce a civilized 
country in the globe where they are not to be met 


with in greater or leſs numbers ; that they would be | 


a proverb and bye-word among all nations, and the 


name of a Few is at this day uſed as a mark of pe- 


culiar reproach and infamy : that they would er 
much in their diſperſed ſtate amongſt the nations, 
and where is there a people who have ſuſtained 
ſuch impoſitions and ſuffered ſuch harcſhips? No 
where. Hoſea particularly foretold that they would 
be many days without a king, and without a prince, 
and without a ſacrifice, and without an image, and 


without an ephod, and without a teraphim ; 5 


r the truth 
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they have becn in this. ſituation many hundreds of 
vears, and are fo ſtill, deprived of their country and 
chuich privileges, but yet a ſeparate people, and fo 
firmly attached to the religion of their forefathers 
that neither the ſeate of hardſhip, nor the expecta- 
tion of gain can take them off from it. What ſhall 
we ſay to theſe things? Shall we ſay that theſe 
prophecies were written afterwards, and accommo- 
dated to the events? No, this would expoſe us to 
the laughter of all Chriſtendom; and the Jews 
themſelves would be evidences againſt us. Shall. we 
attribute this exact.coincidence of events with pro- 
phecy to chance? This would render us as con- 
temptible as the other. There is but one way left 
jor us to account for them, viz.. by acknowledging 
a ſpecia! Providence concerned in the diſperſion and 
preſervation of this people in order to afford almoſt 
all- countries and ages a living evidence that the re- 
velation contained in the Bible is divine. It may, 
perhaps, be ſaid, that the Jews' religious conſtitu- 


tion is ſo ſtrong and well guarded on all ſides as 


almoſt neceflarily to keep them a ſeparate people. 
But if this is allowed, I aſk, does not this ſuppoſe 
infinite wiſdom and foreſight to be concerned in its 
contrivance? Moſes eſtablithes a conſtitution which 
anſwers its deſign by preſerving the Jews a ſeparate 

cople in all countries, through all ages; but 


neither Solon, Lycurgus, nor any other of the ce- 


lebrated legiſlators of antiquity, have been able to 
produce an effect at all like it. What concluſion 
muſt common ſenſe draw. from hence? A conclu— 
10.', J apprehend, highly ſatisfaCtory to the friends 
of revelation, namely, that. while the celebrated le= 
giſlators had nothing to guide them but unaſſiſted 


caſon, Moſes received his inſtruction and authority 
rom God himſelf, 
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To theſe we add the inward teſtimony of the 
Spirit of God. It is a truth that cannot be contro- 
verted, that he that believeth hath the witneſs in him- 


elf: he has an experimental proof of the truth and 


inſpiration of the bible revelation, If it ſhould be 
objected that this inward witneſs of the Spirit can 
only be evidence to thoſe who have it, and that the 
Scripture itſelf never propoſes this as a reaſon for 
believing, but ſpeaks of it only as the conſequence 
of faith, we anſwer, Let this be admitted, and what 
then? Many wiſe ard pious men, in almoſt all 
ages, have profeſſed to poſſeſs this evidence; /ome 
degree of credit is certainly due to their teſtimony ; 
and though it ſhould not be admitted as infallible 
proof, it moſt certainly merits attention, and ſhould 


teach the Deiſts to examine the ſubject with can- 


dour inflead of dealing ſo much in invective, and 
treating the Scriptures with ridicule and contempt, 
as is the too common practice of thoſe felt-opi- 
nionated gentlemen. 

Thus, reader, you have before you a very com- 
pendious view of fome of thoſe arguments which 
are ufually brought. to prove the truth of revelation, 
or to ſhew that the BiBLE 1s THE WORD of Gop, 


we are now to examine the moſt material objec- | 
tions which the Deiſts have urged againſt this 


theſis. 


The primary objection to our doctrine, and, in- 


deed, the foundation upon which the whole ſuper- 


ſtructure of Deiſm or Infidelity is erected, is this: 
«© That the being of God may be learnt from the | 
„ works of the creation, and that the light ot | 
% nature and reaſon will ſufficiently ſhew us our 


c duty to him and to each other.“ It is allowed 
that the works of creation ſhew us the eternal 
power and godhead of the Creator, when we are 


previouſly informed that they are his wennn 
. u 
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but it is impoſſible to prove that they ever have 


given or can give the „ idea of a God, I. e. of. a 


ſupreme and infinite Spirit; for I hope no-one will 


imagine that the idea of God includes in it any 
thing leſs than this. If they can, how came Ari 
ſtotle and moſt of the Greek philoſophers to tuppole 
the world eternal, and the antient Heathens. to 
worſhip the frame of nature 2 , for God, as ſome 
learned men have clearly ſhewn they did? How. is 
it that the inhabitants of ſeveral parts of the world 
worſhip the Sun for their God, and:that ſome whole 
nations continue without any idea at all of the Su- 
preme Being? How could the firſt man, when he 
tound himſelf in the world, have known, without 
inſtruction, how he came there? Whether he 
owed his exiſtence to that infinite Spirit which we 
call God, or to any other cauſe-? How could: he 
underſtand the difference betwixt matter and ſpirit, 
or how could any of his poſterity reaſon upon it, it 
they had not been furniſhed with, ſome ideas upon 
the ſubject by a divine revelation. handed down to 
them ſome way or other? Reaſon, indeed, ſeems 
capable of telling us that as ſomething does cxilt 
ſomething muſt always have exiſted; but it cannot 
tell us what that ſomething is. When our Infidels 
pretend to infer the exiſtence of the Being which 
they call God from the exiſtence of the things 
which are, it is evident they reaſon through the 
aſſiſtance of that very revelation which they deny, 
as a ſhrewd writer expreſſes himſelf - They graze 
upon divine pafture, and pretend they grow fat 
* by nature; they pillage the ſcriptures for ideas, 
* and tell the world they got them by the light of 
* nature.” The antient philoſopliers have honeſtly 
confeſſed their notions of God to be derived from 
tradition ; and we may plainly diſcover that when 
they took the liberty to reaſen on the matter, they 

_ gradually 
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gradually loft the truth, while the Hebrews, wit 


the Scriptures for their guide, thought and ſpake or 


him in a confiſtent manner. 

As to what is {aid concerning the light of nature 
and reaſon being ſufficient to teach us our duty to 
God and to each other, this, of courſe, falls to the 
ground: it it cannot diſcover the being and perfec- 
tions of God“, it 1s abſurd to fuppole it can teach 


us our duty to him, &. Bc {ides, plain matter of 1 
fact is ag; tinſt this notion. Let us conſider 7 
6 Greece and Rome in the zenith .of their glory,“ 
© power, and reſnement: when they. were the 1 
„ miſtreſſes of the world, and the dread and envy Z 
© of all other. nations. At this period the moſt 


& abandozed proflligacy. and the moſt abominable 


* 


„„ ome 


"% > 


Finds of wiskednets abou.:ded amongſt hem; and | 
« their veligien conſiſted in the worſhip of no leſs 2 


than thirty thouſand Gods at one time.” The | 
Apoſtle Paul has given us an account of. their mo-“ 
rality, or rather abandoned profligacy, in the firt 
chapter of his epiitle to the Romans; and if any one 
mould doubt the truth of. his deſcript ion, let him 
read their own hiſtorians and poets, and he. will ſee 
it ſully confirmed. I hus we fee that the Jight of 
nature and. reaſon has not led the molt learned and 
refined nations to any contifte..t notions of Ged and 
of the duties they owed to cath other. Ihe con- 
cluſion is plain: it, cannot. "i here is an abſolute | 
need, therefore, of a revelation from God to anſwer 
theſe purpoſes. The Bible docs anſwer them; we 
may then lately infer that the Bible is the Word of | 


God, 


* I am aware that ſome real friends to revelation have ſuppoſed the 
rg t of nature capable of teaching us the being and perfeRions of | 
God, &c.- I cefizn no oftence to \ ſuch, and hope they will accept 
the well Known ap0'tgy — mics; Plate, ai. as S. cates, fed magit 
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„ It is further objected that the Bible, in many 

# places, contains things fo irrational and my ſte— 
+ r10us that we cannot ſuppoſe it to be a revelation 
from God,” This objection is founded in igno- 
rance, and diſcovers a preſumption of the boldeſt 
kind. 1y we have every evidence which the nature 
of the ſubject will admit of, that the Scripture is a 
revelation from God, we are certainly bound to af- 
ſent to what that revelation declares without bring- 
ng its contents to the tribunal of our inſufficient 
reaſon, and trying its merits by what we call the 
eternal relations and ſitneſſes of things: otherwiſe 
we act as inconſiſtent and abfurd a part as he vho 
ſets the ſcholar to teach his maſter inſtead of the 
maſter to teach the ſcholar. The deſign of a re- 
relation from God mutt. be to teach us ; things that 
could not be known any other way. Now, if a 
book, profeſſing itſelf to be a revelation from him, 
contained in it nothing but what appeared plain and 
eaſy at once to the reaſon and underftandings of men, 
bow juſtly might it have been ſuſpe Ked that 1t never 
came from God? A revelation from God muſt be 
deſigned to reveal ſomething concerning himſelf, 
and his plans and counſels as the moral Governor 
of bis creatures. But can we he certain that the. 
plai.s and counſels of an infinitely wiſe and com- 
prehenſive mind are fo exactly ſimilar to our own as 
to approve themſelves to our reaſon at the ficlt diſ- 
covery ? If we cannot have this certainty, the ob- 
jection manifeſls a preſumption bordering on pro- 
ene or ſomething worſe: if we can attain it, 
let our Infidels be fo kind as to ſhew us Vea He 
that does this will immortaliſe his name, and deſerve 
the thanks of every ſucceeding generation, A ten- 
ible writer well obſerves, that. Fhe myſteries in 
the Bible can be no ſolid argument agai: {t its divine 
original with any wiſe and 1. earned man, becauſe he 
knows 
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knows there are myſteries innumerable in the works 
of creation. All nature abounds with them. He 
can no more: comprehend the union. of his own foul 
with his body, nor explain how they operate upon 
each other, matter upon ſpirit“ and ſpirit upon 


matter, than he can explain the mode -of the 1 


exiſtence of the divine nature, or any of the greateſt 


myſteries in revelation.” If there are ſuch myſteries Þ 


in the Works of God why ſhould we be ſurpriſed at 


finding my fteries in his Word? But theſe kinds of 4 


myſteries are well adapted to produce an important 
effect, namely, to convince us of the narrow limits, 


of our underſtandings, and that we have to do with ; 


a Being whoſe judgments are unſearchable and his 


ways paſt finding out. It is plain, then, that no 
one gan conſiſtently argue againſt divine revelation 
from the myſteries it contains, without, at the 
fame time, denying the exiſtence of every thing of 
which he cannot explain the caufe and modus, that 
is, without reſiſting the evidence of all his ſenſes.— 
But, after all, there is too much realon to believe |} 
that the chief prejudice againſt revelation is not ſo 
much upon account of its myſteriouſneſs as its plain- 
neſs 3, the plainneſs with which it attacks human 
pride, and reveals the wrath. of God againſt all un- 


gadlinefs and unrighteouſnefs of men. 


We are told by ſame perſons that ** the Bible . 
„ contairs contradictions, and that, therefore, it 


cannot be the ward of the God of truth.“ This 


objection. | 
* Shoutd any one attempt to evade this reafoaing, by aſſerting the 


wateriality of the human ſoul, beſides informing him that Mr. Paine 
himſelf has confetiſed Age of Reaſon, page 47) that“ Every thing WW 


„ behold is in one ſenſe a myſtery to us. Our own exiſtence is 3 
„% myſtery :*the ole vegetable world is à myſtery.” I would beg 


leave to aſk, Whe:l er the ſuppoſing mere matter to be capable of | 


thinkmg, willing aud ſpontancous motion, does not eactcaſe rather than 
leilen the difi-ulty ? : 
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objeCtion has been frequently urged by Infidels. But 


where are theſe contradictions to be found? In 
what place or places do the ſacred writers affirm and 
deny the ſame thing concerning the fame perſon or 
fact, in the ſame ſenſe and with reference to the 
ſame time? No where, I believe; and until ſome- 
thing of this kind is plainly pointed out and fairly 
proved, this allegation, inſtead of being admitted 
as evidence againſt the authenticity of the Scri-tures 
ſhould be treated as a flander. In the careleſs and 
prejudiced ſpirit with which ſome people read the 
Bible it is not to be wondered at, that they meet 
with what they call contradictions. Whereas a 
knowledge of the languages in which it was written, 
an acquaintance with its general deſign, and a pro- 
per regard to the ſcope of arguments in particular 
places, will make all theſe ſeeming contradictions 
vaniſh: but this requires a labour and attention 
which Infidel readers are little diſpoſed to beſtow 
upon a book they wiſh to decry. Men of ſeriouſ- 
neſs and piety, however, frequently give it this at- 
tention, and find the reſult to their ſatisfaction. 

It is objected again, that * the revelation ſaid to 
be contained in the Bible is known only to a part 
« of mankind, but if it were from God it would be 
« known to all, becauſe God is a beneficent Being 
and good to all his creatures.” God is, without 
doubt, a beneficent Being, and good to all men; but 
do all enjoy the effects of his goodneſs alike, or in 
the ſame degrees? Surely not. Univerſal hiſtory 
and daily experience convince us of the contrary,— - 
How oft has innocence languiſhed in a dungeon, 
while guilt has glittered in a palace; piety been ex- 
poſed to every . adverſe ſtorm, while impiety has 
baſked in the ſunſhine of proſperity. The infinite 
dovereign of the Univerſe beſtows or withholds his 
fayours as he pleaſes, and thinks himſelf not obliged 

to 
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to give the ſons of men a reaſon ſor his proceedings, # 
We are certain that the diſpenſations of Providence 


muſt all be wiſe and equitable ; but if we ſet our 


underſtandings to hace out the wildom and equity of 3 


them we ſhall find them nonpluſſed in a thouſand 


caſes for a reaſon very obvious, and which ought to 
teach every one of us humility and modeſty, namely, 


becauſe we cannot center plate the 20% but only 


a very {mall part of the divine economy. The 
goodneſs of God has not prevented him from per-“ 


mitting ſin and miſery to enter into the world, how 
then can we be certain that it is incompatible with 
the ſame Attribute to favour one part of mankind 
with a revelatica from himſelf, and withhold it 


from the other era time. We have a book in our? 


hands ſaid to be from God; we ought then to weigh 
the evidences on its behalf with care and imparti- 


ality ; and not object that to it which, after all, muſt 
be referred to the divine Sovereignty, aad that God) 
is a Sovereign I ſuppoic infidels themiclves will not! 


deny. 


few queſtions, viz. How did the objectors come to 
the knowiedge of this? When or where did Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf reveal, or any of his aſſociates betrays 


this ſecret > Whence could this general expectatio 


take its riſe, but from {ome predict ions acknowledged 
to be divine? If Jeſus Chriſt only pretended to de 
the promiſed and exp: ted Mefhab, why did he not 
aſſume an appearance and manner ſuited to the no 
tions of thole who expected a temporal deliver 


with all the retinue of pomp and grandeur, rathe 
the 


It has been ſaid, in oppoſition to Chriſtianity, 
that “ Jeſus of Nazareth having obſerved the then} 
general expectation of an appearance of the Son 
&« of God in human :::ture as a promiſed Meſſiah, 
&« laid hold of the opycrtunity and pretended to be 
c he.” Uu beg leave to reply to this, by aſking 2 


1 


than accommodate himſelf only to the expectations 
of thoſe few who underſtood theſe predictions in a 
ſpiritual ſenſe? Or why has not ſome one among 
the many pretenders to the Meſhahſhip fince, who 
{trove all they could to ſuit their appearance to the 
general notion,. ſucceeded as well as he? Theſe 
queries mult be fairly anſwered before this objection 
can be of any weight whatever. 

It has been ſaid by. ſome, that © ſince very few 
« of thoſe perſons, i. e. the Jews, who alone under- 
« ſtood the types and predictions concerning the 
“ promited Meſſiah, acknowledged Jeſus of Naza- 
« reth for him, we. may ſafely conclude, that he 
„was an impoſtor and his religion a fiction.“ — 
This objection itſelf ſuppoſes that there were types 
and predictions of a coming. Meſſiah, and, conſe- 
quently, goes a great way towards allowing the 
athenticity of the Old Teſtament writings. As to 
the rejection of Jeſus Chriſt by. his. country men, this 
Jas but an exact fulfilment of what theſe writings 
oretold. Iſaiah expreſsly. declared, that he would 
Now up before them as a tender plant, and as a 
Wot out of a dry ground; that there would be no 
abi rm nor comliencſs in him for which they (i. e. the 


| to beFWcorrupt part of his nation) ſhould defire him; that he 
king Would be deſpiſed and rejected of men: his being re- 
»me tottted by them then is ſo far from being an argu- 
1 JelusFWpent againſt his Meſſiahſhip, that it very ſtrongly 
betray Woves the validity of his claim to it. What muſt 
> tation undid perſons think of thoſe who can urge an ob- 
e ledgedction like this? What muſt they think of their 
d to ies if they do not know that the Old Teſtament 
he no edicted this rejection of Jeſus Chriſt by the Jews ? 
the noh what muſt they think of their {kill in argument 
Iyer on they object a circumſtance which clearly au- 

, TatheWinticates his character? Might not the ſame kind 


tha bgic be ſucceſsfully employed to prove that the 
punctual 
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punctual fulfilment of a prophecy ſhews the prop het 
to have been an impoſtor? 


Me. Paine his tliought fit to tell us, in his Age of 
| Reaſon, page 16, that “ The continually progreſ- 


5 « five change to which the meaning of words is 
| 6 {ubjcct, the want of an univerſal language which 
'l « renders tranſlations neceſſary, the errors to which 


« tranſlations are again ſubject, the miſtakes of 
4 copyiſts and printers, together with the poſſibility 
4% of wiltul alteration, are, in themſelves, evidence 
« that human language, whether in ſpeech or in 
« print, cannot be the vehicle of the word of God.“ 
That the meaning of words in living languages is in 
ſome degree variable, perhaps no one will deny, but 
to infer from this that human language, whether in 
ſpeech or in print, cannot be the vehicle of a re- 
velation from God, is exceeding bold, and has very 
much the appearance of limiting Omnipotence. If 
God has favoured us with the gifts of ſpeech and 
4 writing to convey and tranſmit our own ideas to 
each other and to poſterity, why ſhould theſe be 
thought incompetent methods of conveying a revela- 

tion from himſelf. The want of an univerſal lan- 
1 guage is eaſily ſupplied by the aid of tranſlations; 2? 
| and as theſe trauſlations afford learned men an op- 
portunity of reading the ſame book in many diffe- Fo 
rent languages, they become no ſmall defence from that 
the danger ariſing from the ſuppoſed changes in the Ion: 
meaning of particular words. ' he miſtakes of co- ent 
pyiſts and printers are too inconſiderable to be men- Mot 
tioned: for, amongſt all the various readings col- Flat 
leed by learned men, it is allowed that none ot o. 
them materially affect the ſenſe. And as to what lou 
is ſaid concerning the poſſibility of wilful alterations, Fora 
| the anfwer is ſtil] as eaſy. The diſputes betwixt the FW ſt: 
| Jews and Samaritans began at an early period; and blen 


| thoſe between the former and the Chriſtians are de B 
| 5 | continued} 
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t continued to the preſent day, and preclude either 

I fide the opportunity of making wilful alterations if 
f they were inclined to do fo; beſides which, Chriſ- 
-  tians may ſufficiently learn from the Septu-gint 
18 Tranſlation and Targums what was the ſubſtance of 
h che Old Teſtament before the commencement of the 
ch Chriſtian æra. The continual differences amongſt 
of che various ſects profeſſing Chriſtianity muſt have 
ty had the ſame effect to prevent wilful corruptions of 
ce the New Teſtament writings; a+ ſuch corruptions, 
in if deſigned to favour any particular party, or if of 
N conſequence ſufficient io bring diſcredit to the whole, 
in muſt have been as eaſily detected in former ages as 
but they would be in the preſent. Bibles, indeed, were 


in not in ſo miny hands as they are at preſent, but 
re- MA thoſe who had them were as ten.icious of their con— 
'ery MWitents as any of us now are, Ad here we cannot 
It but admire the wi dom of God in ermitting fo wan 

and üfferent ſects, profeſſing faith in the Bible, to riſe 
as to up as their conſtant appeals to thi- book form; a 
e be AFirong preſumptive argument for its divine autho— 
vela- Inty, and their watchfulnefs over it and each other 
lan- W'icnders any wilful alterations of it :mpoſſible, 

ons; Now, dear Reader, | truſt you are convinced 
1 op- hat the divine original of the Scriptures appears, 
diffe- tom the moſt folid and ſubſtantial arguments; and 


from that all the objections of Infidels are either founded 
n the en falſchood or managed with ſophiſtr- : but let me 
f co- FWntreat you not to diſmiſs the ſubject here. Do 
men- ot reſt ſatisfied with merely aſſenting to the truth 
s col- hat THE BIBLE IS THE WORD or GOD. Stud, that 
ne of Word with attention and impartiality : remember 


what lou art the creature of Goc and a ſubje& of his 
ations, Moral government —appointed to die, and after that 
ixt the F ſtand before that God in judgment. Real:ſe theſe 
; andFvlemn proſpects, and then thou art repated to read 
ns are Fic Bible to profit, Infidelity will then appear to 
tinued thee 
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thee at beſt but a cheerleſs ſyſtem ; and thou v 
ſee that Chriſtianity has every thing to recomme 
it. Thou wilt be fully aſſured that its doctrines 
entitled to belief; that its precepts deſerve to 
obe yed; and that its promiſes are calculated to: 
ford a comfortable fupport- through all the vario 
changes of life, and will never refuſe their friend 
aid to the ſincere Behever, until he has paſſed t 
dark valley of the ſhadow- of death, and has arriv 
at that world, where faith is ſuperſeded by viſio 
and true religion attains the promiſed crown of eye 
Laſting happineſs / - 


